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Introduction

Dorgem is an open source webcam capture application for Windows written by Frank Fesevur. Any 
Video for Windows compatible webcam (or other digital camera) is supported. 

It has unlimited storage events that can put the captured image on an FTP site as well as a local 
disk, all with their own time interval. It can put a text and bitmap on the captured image before the 
image is stored. 

Dorgem supports an unlimited number of cameras. It has a built-in webserver for still images and 
can be used as security camera because of its motion detection.

Why open source?

My main reason:
The program is mainly based upon several classes and sources I found on the Internet. The only 
thing I did at start of this project was combine them to a useful program. Therefore I think the only 
proper way to do this is, make my part also Open Source.

Another important reason:
I didn't want to make it shareware, since I didn't expect much registrations. And with shareware it 
becomes more work in stead of hobby. Registered users expect frequent updates, they loose their 
registration key, they expect quick and good support, etc.

So it should be freeware. But if it is freeware, why not make it open source? People can really get 
involved, add features and fix bugs. And luckily they do! It is quite motivating for me to get 
contributions.

Product status
Like every program (even onces you have to pay a lot of money for) the program can have bugs. 
Some of these bugs are already known, others not. Please be aware that no warranty is given.

License

Dorgem is distributed under the GNU General Public License.

Personal Disclaimer

Thank you all for using Dorgem and for all the mails I've gotten. However, I feel I must clarify how 
I see this application. I've made it primarily for my own use and to be able to learn how to program 
the webcam. I also uploaded it on SourceForge to share my work with others and to see what it 
means to start an open source project. I had never any intention of making it a "product" and I don't 
have unlimited time to fix bugs and make new features.

Most of the mails have been very kind with lots of suggestions. I like this very much! 



Unfortunately, some of the mails have very strongly demanded that I fix a bug or implement their 
most wanted function. This is not something I like. I give away Dorgem for free with no guarantees 
of a feature packed and bug-free software, even though I try. I implement the functions that I think 
the program needs.

This doesn't mean that I do not want mails with suggestions. Please, continue to send them to me. 
However, I can't promise to fix a bug or a new feature at once. I might do it, but it may take a time. 
Or, it simply won't be fixed at all. If you have a problem with this, buy commercial software instead 
or much better: do it yourself and contribute. You have access to the sources and patches are always 
thoughtfully considered.

Sorry to all persons who have written emails to me without getting any answer.

Hope you understand!

The GNU General Public License (GPL)
Version 2, June 1991
Copyright (C) 1989, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
59 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, MA 02111-1307, USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies of this license document, but changing 
it is not allowed.

Preamble

The licenses for most software are designed to take away your freedom to share and change it. By 
contrast, the GNU General Public License is intended to guarantee your freedom to share and 
change free software--to make sure the software is free for all its users. This General Public License 
applies to most of the Free Software Foundation's software and to any other program whose authors 
commit to using it. (Some other Free Software Foundation software is covered by the GNU Library 
General Public License instead.) You can apply it to your programs, too. 

When we speak of free software, we are referring to freedom, not price. Our General Public 
Licenses are designed to make sure that you have the freedom to distribute copies of free software 
(and charge for this service if you wish), that you receive source code or can get it if you want it, 
that you can change the software or use pieces of it in new free programs; and that you know you 
can do these things. 

To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid anyone to deny you these rights or to 
ask you to surrender the rights. These restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you 
distribute copies of the software, or if you modify it. 

For example, if you distribute copies of such a program, whether gratis or for a fee, you must give 
the recipients all the rights that you have. You must make sure that they, too, receive or can get the 
source code. And you must show them these terms so they know their rights. 

We protect your rights with two steps: (1) copyright the software, and (2) offer you this license 
which gives you legal permission to copy, distribute and/or modify the software. 

Also, for each author's protection and ours, we want to make certain that everyone understands that 
there is no warranty for this free software. If the software is modified by someone else and passed 



on, we want its recipients to know that what they have is not the original, so that any problems 
introduced by others will not reflect on the original authors' reputations. 

Finally, any free program is threatened constantly by software patents. We wish to avoid the danger 
that redistributors of a free program will individually obtain patent licenses, in effect making the 
program proprietary. To prevent this, we have made it clear that any patent must be licensed for 
everyone's free use or not licensed at all. 

The precise terms and conditions for copying, distribution and modification follow. 

GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COPYING, DISTRIBUTION AND MODIFICATION 

 0. This License applies to any program or other work which contains a notice placed by the 
copyright holder saying it may be distributed under the terms of this General Public License. 
The "Program", below, refers to any such program or work, and a "work based on the 
Program" means either the Program or any derivative work under copyright law: that is to 
say, a work containing the Program or a portion of it, either verbatim or with modifications 
and/or translated into another language. (Hereinafter, translation is included without 
limitation in the term "modification".) Each licensee is addressed as "you".

Activities other than copying, distribution and modification are not covered by this License; 
they are outside its scope. The act of running the Program is not restricted, and the output 
from the Program is covered only if its contents constitute a work based on the Program 
(independent of having been made by running the Program). Whether that is true depends on 
what the Program does.

 1. You may copy and distribute verbatim copies of the Program's source code as you receive it, 
in any medium, provided that you conspicuously and appropriately publish on each copy an 
appropriate copyright notice and disclaimer of warranty; keep intact all the notices that refer 
to this License and to the absence of any warranty; and give any other recipients of the 
Program a copy of this License along with the Program.

You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy, and you may at your option 
offer warranty protection in exchange for a fee.

 2. You may modify your copy or copies of the Program or any portion of it, thus forming a 
work based on the Program, and copy and distribute such modifications or work under the 
terms of Section 1 above, provided that you also meet all of these conditions:

 a) You must cause the modified files to carry prominent notices stating that you changed 
the files and the date of any change.

 b)  You must cause any work that you distribute or publish, that in whole or in part contains 
or is derived from the Program or any part thereof, to be licensed as a whole at no charge 
to all third parties under the terms of this License.

 c) If the modified program normally reads commands interactively when run, you must 
cause it, when started running for such interactive use in the most ordinary way, to print 
or display an announcement including an appropriate copyright notice and a notice that 
there is no warranty (or else, saying that you provide a warranty) and that users may 
redistribute the program under these conditions, and telling the user how to view a copy 
of this License. (Exception: if the Program itself is interactive but does not normally 
print such an announcement, your work based on the Program is not required to print an 



announcement.)
 

These requirements apply to the modified work as a whole. If identifiable sections of that 
work are not derived from the Program, and can be reasonably considered independent and 
separate works in themselves, then this License, and its terms, do not apply to those sections 
when you distribute them as separate works. But when you distribute the same sections as 
part of a whole which is a work based on the Program, the distribution of the whole must be 
on the terms of this License, whose permissions for other licensees extend to the entire 
whole, and thus to each and every part regardless of who wrote it.

Thus, it is not the intent of this section to claim rights or contest your rights to work written 
entirely by you; rather, the intent is to exercise the right to control the distribution of 
derivative or collective works based on the Program.

In addition, mere aggregation of another work not based on the Program with the Program 
(or with a work based on the Program) on a volume of a storage or distribution medium does 
not bring the other work under the scope of this License.

 3. You may copy and distribute the Program (or a work based on it, under Section 2) in object 
code or executable form under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above provided that you also do 
one of the following:

 a) Accompany it with the complete corresponding machine-readable source code, which 
must be distributed under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above on a medium customarily 
used for software interchange; or,

 b) Accompany it with a written offer, valid for at least three years, to give any third party, 
for a charge no more than your cost of physically performing source distribution, a 
complete machine-readable copy of the corresponding source code, to be distributed 
under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above on a medium customarily used for software 
interchange; or,

 c) Accompany it with the information you received as to the offer to distribute 
corresponding source code. (This alternative is allowed only for noncommercial 
distribution and only if you received the program in object code or executable form with 
such an offer, in accord with Subsection b above.)

The source code for a work means the preferred form of the work for making modifications 
to it. For an executable work, complete source code means all the source code for all 
modules it contains, plus any associated interface definition files, plus the scripts used to 
control compilation and installation of the executable. However, as a special exception, the 
source code distributed need not include anything that is normally distributed (in either 
source or binary form) with the major components (compiler, kernel, and so on) of the 
operating system on which the executable runs, unless that component itself accompanies 
the executable.

If distribution of executable or object code is made by offering access to copy from a 
designated place, then offering equivalent access to copy the source code from the same 
place counts as distribution of the source code, even though third parties are not compelled 
to copy the source along with the object code.

 4. You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Program except as expressly 



provided under this License. Any attempt otherwise to copy, modify, sublicense or distribute 
the Program is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. 
However, parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not 
have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.

 5. You are not required to accept this License, since you have not signed it. However, nothing 
else grants you permission to modify or distribute the Program or its derivative works. 
These actions are prohibited by law if you do not accept this License. Therefore, by 
modifying or distributing the Program (or any work based on the Program), you indicate 
your acceptance of this License to do so, and all its terms and conditions for copying, 
distributing or modifying the Program or works based on it.

 6. Each time you redistribute the Program (or any work based on the Program), the recipient 
automatically receives a license from the original licensor to copy, distribute or modify the 
Program subject to these terms and conditions. You may not impose any further restrictions 
on the recipients' exercise of the rights granted herein. You are not responsible for enforcing 
compliance by third parties to this License.

 7. If, as a consequence of a court judgment or allegation of patent infringement or for any other 
reason (not limited to patent issues), conditions are imposed on you (whether by court order, 
agreement or otherwise) that contradict the conditions of this License, they do not excuse 
you from the conditions of this License. If you cannot distribute so as to satisfy 
simultaneously your obligations under this License and any other pertinent obligations, then 
as a consequence you may not distribute the Program at all. For example, if a patent license 
would not permit royalty-free redistribution of the Program by all those who receive copies 
directly or indirectly through you, then the only way you could satisfy both it and this 
License would be to refrain entirely from distribution of the Program.

If any portion of this section is held invalid or unenforceable under any particular 
circumstance, the balance of the section is intended to apply and the section as a whole is 
intended to apply in other circumstances.

It is not the purpose of this section to induce you to infringe any patents or other property 
right claims or to contest validity of any such claims; this section has the sole purpose of 
protecting the integrity of the free software distribution system, which is implemented by 
public license practices. Many people have made generous contributions to the wide range 
of software distributed through that system in reliance on consistent application of that 
system; it is up to the author/donor to decide if he or she is willing to distribute software 
through any other system and a licensee cannot impose that choice.

This section is intended to make thoroughly clear what is believed to be a consequence of 
the rest of this License.

 8. If the distribution and/or use of the Program is restricted in certain countries either by 
patents or by copyrighted interfaces, the original copyright holder who places the Program 
under this License may add an explicit geographical distribution limitation excluding those 
countries, so that distribution is permitted only in or among countries not thus excluded. In 
such case, this License incorporates the limitation as if written in the body of this License.

 9. The Free Software Foundation may publish revised and/or new versions of the General 
Public License from time to time. Such new versions will be similar in spirit to the present 
version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns.



Each version is given a distinguishing version number. If the Program specifies a version 
number of this License which applies to it and "any later version", you have the option of 
following the terms and conditions either of that version or of any later version published by 
the Free Software Foundation. If the Program does not specify a version number of this 
License, you may choose any version ever published by the Free Software Foundation.

 10.If you wish to incorporate parts of the Program into other free programs whose distribution 
conditions are different, write to the author to ask for permission. For software which is 
copyrighted by the Free Software Foundation, write to the Free Software Foundation; we 
sometimes make exceptions for this. Our decision will be guided by the two goals of 
preserving the free status of all derivatives of our free software and of promoting the sharing 
and reuse of software generally.

NO WARRANTY

 11. BECAUSE THE PROGRAM IS LICENSED FREE OF CHARGE, THERE IS NO 
WARRANTY FOR THE PROGRAM, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE 
LAW. EXCEPT WHEN OTHERWISE STATED IN WRITING THE COPYRIGHT 
HOLDERS AND/OR OTHER PARTIES PROVIDE THE PROGRAM "AS IS" WITHOUT 
WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE QUALITY 
AND PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAM IS WITH YOU. SHOULD THE PROGRAM 
PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, 
REPAIR OR CORRECTION.

 12.IN NO EVENT UNLESS REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW OR AGREED TO IN 
WRITING WILL ANY COPYRIGHT HOLDER, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO MAY 
MODIFY AND/OR REDISTRIBUTE THE PROGRAM AS PERMITTED ABOVE, BE 
LIABLE TO YOU FOR DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR 
INABILITY TO USE THE PROGRAM (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF 
DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE OR LOSSES SUSTAINED BY 
YOU OR THIRD PARTIES OR A FAILURE OF THE PROGRAM TO OPERATE WITH 
ANY OTHER PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN 
ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Version History

Version 3 pre-alpha 1 (03-May-2007)

Major new features:

● FTP storage
● Web server for still images, no configuration yet, it listens at port 8080
● Still need to be configure by editing the XML file
● A start for the new documentation is made. It is a PDF document. Currently it is a copy of 

large parts of the text of the Dorgem2 HTML help file. The text still needs major 



adjustments.

Bugs fixed:

● Various memory leaks are fixes

Version 3 very-pre-alpha (29-Apr-2007)

Major new features:

● Complete rebuild, now using the cross platform library wxWidgets.
● Running on Win32, only tested on Windows XP
● You need to configure it, by editing an XML file in your profile directory
● File storage is available.
● Bitmap and text captions are available.
● Still uses Video for Windows to talk to the camera.
● The date related text captions are using the wxDateTime::Format() function, which uses the 

strftime() function.

Version 2.2.0 (Never officially release, available through nightly builds)

Major new features:

● Added e-mail storage events. 

Other new (or improved) features:

● Implemented RFE #701597 "command line interface". Added /capnow as command line 
option. This is passed on to the running session and simulates pressing the "Capture Now" 
button,

● Implemented RFE #1211284 "display last capture time in statusbar".
● Implemented RFE #662654 "Rotating the n latest image" for File and FTP storage. For 

External program storage it is up to the user to maintain it and with the HTTP storage it 
doesn't seem possible to do. 

Bugs fixed:

● Fixed bug #1224102 "dropdown menu in webserver-options is to small". Only noticeable on 
non-Windows XP. 

Version 2.1.0 (24-May-2005)

Major new features:

● Included Chris Bandy's contribution, the HTTP Store Event (feature request #672983).
● Optional captions per storage event and seperate captions for the web server. This allows 

you to specify custom captions for every store event and seperate captions for the web 
server.

● Moved away from the WinINet based FTP and use my own. 

Other new (or improved) features:



● Implemented RFE #1060982 "status-bar at the bottom". Now all storage events show the 
status of the last store in the status bar.

● Added a shortcut to the help file to the start menu.
● Made a user interface for the Transparent color of the overlay bitmap caption.
● Implemented RFE #837200 "Passive/Active FTP". Thanks to Steve Thom for testing it.
● Added a status bar to the main dialog. This shows useful information on what the program is 

busy with. Thanks to John Boers a.k.a. DigiDodo for this suggestion.
● Implemented RFE #791330 "Button to switch capture on or off". This only affects the 

automatic captures and not the 'Capture now' button.
● Implemented RFE #775380 "FTP Storage for Non-Standard Ports". This was already 

possible in the registry, now added a textbox to the UI.
● Included contribution of Aaron Kondziela, storing the file on the FTP server on a temporary 

name and rename it after uploading.
● Implemented RFE #663750 "Retain FTP connection".
● Implemented RFE #700475 "Logfile". This option is only configurable in registry LogFile 

and LogLevel (0=Only Errors, 3=Normal)
● By default the OK button is disabled in the 'Add Caption' and 'Add Store Event' dialog.
● Implemented the optional creation of directories for the File Store Event. Especially useful 

if the filespec contains directory-names with tags (e.g. "C:\Camera\%G\%g.jpg").
● Start minimized, when /m is specified on the command line, as suggested in #659454. 

Thanks to Brooks Younce for his contribution.
● Dorgem has a new icon. Thanks to Andrew Keyser for his contribution.
● The External Program Store Event now also can use the time related tags in the command.
● Improvements to the 'Check Version' button in the About dialog. Now beta versions can be 

detected as 'new version' and can detect the release of the final version. 

Bugs fixed:

● Fixed bug #1191508 "cvs 2.1.0b6 bug", temporary files not always cleaned up.
● Fixed bug #1104910 "error dialogues". Added an checkbox "Show Message Boxes" to the 

Options.
● When Dorgem or the preview window is moved to a secondary monitor, the position was 

not properly restored.
● Fixed bug #954886 "Preview Window Clipped Incorrectly in 640"
● Fixed bug #905024 "Captions problems?".
● Fixed bug #855699 "Bitmap captions turn to text captions".
● The preview window was always updated even when is was not shown. This causes 

bandwidth problems of the USB bus with some USB webcams when using multiple 
cameras. Thanks to Greg Ordy for spotting this problem.

● Fixed bug #777333 "Log file not saved to fixed directory". When no full path is given, logs 
are stored in the directory where Dorgem.exe is located.

● When no capture device was available on the system, the buttons were not properly 
disabled.

● When a storage event was removed, the Up and Down buttons were not always properly 
updated.

● Fixed bug #723787 "Problems with 2 webcams". The temporary file was not always unique. 

Version 2.1.0 beta 5 (13-May-2004)

Version 2.1.0 beta 4 (29-Jan-2004)

Version 2.1.0 beta 3 (05-Sep-2003)



This is the first public beta release of version 2.1.0. Beta 1 and 2 were send to a small group of 
people who reported bugs, suggested or implemented new features.

Version 2.0.0 (02-Jan-2003)

Major new features:

● Web Server for still images
● Added External Program Store Event. Can be useful for SSH, SCP or SFTP upload (feature 

request #629434), or when you use a script to generate an accompanying web page. 

Other new (or improved) features:

● The filenames for File and FTP storage can be time related.
● Added %G caption format. It displays the date in filename safe yyyymmdd format
● Added %g caption format. It displays the time in filename safe hhmmss format
● Added %z caption format. It displays the difference between the current time and UTC.
● The Text Caption has two types of shadow
● The Text Caption can be read the first line of a text file. So you can generate a text file from 

another application with dynamic information (like weather info) and put it on the image.
● The length of the Text Caption can be limited (suggested in bug report #655134)
● It is also possible to specify the interval in minutes and hours for all storage events
● Both caption types have a new (sub)dialog to handle the position. Therefore now it is 

possible to configure the absolute position without editing in the registry.
● Deleted the text caption tag '%W'. See the FAQ how this can be handled now (and much 

more flexible). 

Bugs fixed:

● When you add a new event, the star is now properly updated.
● The ordering of the events could get corrupted.
● In the file storage event, when you press '...', the dialog would return to its original state 

(Bug #642846) 

Version 1.2.0 (19-Nov-2002)

New (or improved) features:

● Support for multiple cameras
● New text caption tag '%W'. It shows the current song playing in Winamp 2.x
● Allow only one instance to run (per camera)
● Ability to reconnect the camera/device when no motion has been detected for X minutes. 

Thanks to Mike Ryan for providing this solution as a workaround to solve problems with 
bogus camera drivers.

● Also added the 'Reset time when not stored' to the file storage. This to prevent too intensive 
checking if there was no storage because of the motion detection.

● Better help file and help integration 

Bugs fixed:

● When you added a new caption or a FTP storage, you would get the useless error message 



'String too short' (Bug #629439). 

Version 1.1.0 (26-Sep-2002)

New (or improved) features:

● Motion detection
● Made Options dialog: Made AVI settings configurable. The filename can have the same 

settings as the text captions, so the filename can be date and time related. Remember that a 
'/' and ':' are invalid characters in a filename.

● Changed the name of the 'Close' button of the main window to 'Exit'. 

Bugs fixed:

● When the type of an event was missing or corrupted in the registry, Dorgem would come in 
an infinite loop. Thanks to Paul Mutton for spotting this problem.

● The buttons in the Store Events are now properly enabled when the dialog is created.
● The setup executable didn't remove the entries from the registry when the program was 

uninstalled.
● When the capture device could not be found, the config buttons of that device where not 

disabled. This could result the program to crash. 

Version 1.0.0 (27-Aug-2002)

● Made Dorgem XP Themes aware
● It's possible to define the order of the caption and store events.
● Redefined the class structure of the Events. All events now derive from one base class 

CDorgemEvent.
● Store and Caption settings are saved in the registry when their dialogs are closed.
● Archiving of stored images in an uncompressed AVI file, currently only configurable in the 

registry.
● It is no longer possible to add any event without a proper name
● Made a setup executable with Inno Setup 3
● Online version check 

Version 0.9.5 (24-Jan-2002)

● Removed the OK button from the store setting dialog and renamed the Cancel button to 
'Close'

● Unlimited caption settings, like the Store Events
● The star in Store Settings Dialog (indicating an event is enabled) is now properly updated, 

after an event is changed.
● Captions can have an absolute position, currently only configurable in the registry.
● You can specify the transparent color of a bitmap captions, currently only configurable in 

the registry.
● FTP passwords are stored encrypted.
● Added %p to caption format. It displays AM or PM.
● Added %h to caption format. It displays hours as 1 till 12. 

Version 0.9.1 (19-Nov-2001, no public release)

● Check to be sure a store event name is unique



● Different overlay types on the bitmap (Transparant and Copy)
● Minimize to the system tray, currently only configurable in the registry.
● The spin control of the JPEG compression now works.
● The preview window now resizes when the size of the preview is changed.
● Images other than 24-bits color depth can now be handled.
● Added %P and %V options to the caption format. %P = Program name, %V = Version
● The font of the overlay text is now properly set
● ESC doesn't cancel the preview window any more
● It is possible to select which language to use in text caption 

Version 0.9.0 (10-Oct-2001)

● First public release 
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